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Storytelling Lesson Plan for The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

A.  Background Information

1. Casey Howell

2. Language Arts, Math 

3. Storytelling for The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

4. Kindergarten

B.  Goals and Objectives

1. TEKS 

(4) Reading/Beginning Reading/Strategies. Students comprehend a variety of texts drawing on useful strategies as needed. Students are expected to: 



(A) predict what might happen next in text based on the cover, title, and illustrations; 

and 



(B) ask and respond to questions about texts read aloud. 


(5) Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it 
correctly when reading and writing. Students are expected to: 



(A) identify and use words that name actions, directions, positions, sequences, and 

locations; 


(K.2) Number, operation, and quantitative reasoning. The student describes order of 
events 
or objects. 



The student is expected to: 



(A) use language such as before or after to describe relative position in a sequence of 

events or objects; and 



(B) name the ordinal positions in a sequence such as first, second, third, etc. 

2. Objective(s)

· The children will listen for a purpose to the interactive story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. 

· The students will gather in their centers groups and put the characters and fruits in the sequence of events it happens in the story.

· The students will understand what sequencing is and the importance of order.

3. For Storytelling: tissue paper, white card stock or heavier white paper, Popsicle sticks, glue, black permanent marker


For Activity: Pre-Assessment Sequence worksheets/cutouts with tape or magnet attached to the back, The Very Hungry Caterpillar Sequence Worksheet, plastic bags, and an example of the correct sequence of events from the story glued down on white sheet of paper.

4. White board 

C.  Pre-Assessment related to TEKS and Objectives

· For the Pre-Assessment, I will assess what the children know about sequencing. I am looking to see if the children know that events happen in a certain order. It is important to assess their familiarity with sequencing before the lesson because our activity after reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar will involve sequencing. 

· I will place four pictures on the white board. The first set of pictures will be of a girl baking cookies. As a class, we will put the pictures in the order they should occur. For example, first she makes the dough, next she rolls the dough flat, next she uses cookie cutters to cut out the cookies, and finally you have backed cookies.

· I will then place four letters on the white board. Each paper placed on the board will have one letter from the alphabet on it. There will be a total of four letters on the board. As a class, we will put the letters in the order they occur in the alphabet. For example, letter “A”, then letter “C”, then letter “D”, and finally letter “E.”

D.  Procedures

1. Introduction of the Topic

The students will gather on the carpet. I will introduce the book, The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. I will ask, “What do you think the very hungry caterpillar eats?” I will allow the children to share their thoughts. Before I begin reading the book, I will tell the children, “Remember, how we just talked about how things occur in certain orders. For example, we said you have to plant the flower before it can start to grow. While I read the book try to remember the order the caterpillar does things.” 

2. Development of the Topic

· Teaching: Input – At this time I will begin my storytelling of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. I will use the puppets of the caterpillar, food he eats, the green leaf he eats, cocoon he makes, and the butterfly he becomes to retell the story to the children. I will hold up puppets as I tell the story orally. The puppets are traced from the book onto card stock and have tissue paper added to them for color. The shapes are then attached to a Popsicle stick to create a puppet. 

· After the storytelling, I will tell the children that in the book the hungry caterpillar ate certain things in order. Then I will discuss how certain things have a certain order like the alphabet. I will say, “You cannot have certain letters out of order in the alphabet. The alphabet goes in a certain order. A, then B, then C...  In the book The Very Hungry Caterpillar he ate certain things in order. First he ate one apple, then he ate two pears, and so on...”

· Teaching: Modeling –  At this time I will have the children break into their centers groups. I will give each group a plastic bag that has the paper cut outs (sequencing pictures) from The Very Hungry Caterpillar. I will tell the children not to open or touch the bag until I say “Go!” I will then model and say, “Boys and Girls, this plastic bag (I will hold one up) has all the things the hungry caterpillar ate them in the book we just read. In your centers groups, I want you to take the pictures and put them in the same order the very hungry caterpillar did them in the book. When you're done, you should have all the pictures laid out on the floor in the order they happened in the book and it should look like this” (hold up a sheet of paper with the cutouts glued down in the correct order).

· Guided Practice – I will open the plastic bag. This plastic bag has the cutouts/pictures with tape on the backside of each picture. I will then say, “We are going to try this as a class first before we try it in our centers groups. First, there was a very hungry caterpillar.” I will tape him to the white board. Then I will ask, “What did he eat first?” The children will answer and I will tape their answer up on the white board. Then I will ask, “What did he do next? What did he eat next?” The children will answer and I will tape the cut out they said to the white board.

· Checking for Understanding – At this time the children will work in their centers groups to put the cutouts of what the caterpillar eats in order.  I will ask, “Does everyone understand how to do it?” If there is any confusion, I will explain the process of putting them in order again. Once I feel that the children understand the activity, I will say “Go! Begin working in your groups to try to put the pictures in order. I am going to come around to each group to see if you need any help.” I will then begin visiting the groups and providing any scaffolding needed to help the children understand and complete the activity. 

3. Summary for the Students of What Has Been Learned

· Closure  - 

· I will bring the children back to the rug. I will say, “Did The Very Hungry Caterpillar eat foods in a certain order?” I will allow the children to answer. I will then ask, “What did he eat first?” “What did the caterpillar eat that made his tummy hurt?” “Did the caterpillar have a tummy ache and then eat the candy bar?” The children should respond “No!””Correct, first he ate the candy bar and then he had a tummy ache.” There is a certain order or steps we have to do things sometimes. Remember, first we have to put on clothes and then come to school. We cannot come to school and then get dressed.”
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