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Goals and Objectives

1. TEKS - (19) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 
(A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and 

2. Objective: The students will use problem solving skills by creating an encounter of teasing between two people, illustrating the situation, and implementing a solution between the two people using conversation bubbles in their illustration. 
3. Materials Needed
· The text: Julius, The Baby of the World by Kevin Henkes

· Paper lunch bags

· 8 ½ x 11 White paper 

· Butcher block paper or whiteboard

· Markers

· Crayons 

· Colored Pencils

4. Technology Needed: N/A

Pre-Assessment related to TEKS and Objectives

1. To understand what the students already know about the issue of bullying and teasing, I asked Mrs. Everitt how familiar the students were with the topic. I also asked how familiar the children were with problem solving. 
2. In order for the children to have full understanding of the lesson, I need to make sure the children understand the term bullying and teasing. These two terms will be used throughout the lesson so they must be introduced to the children. 
3.  While discussing the lesson with Mrs. Everitt, she said the children should know the meaning of these words, but it might be helpful to explain what bullying is to make sure all the students understand. I also need to introduce problem solving skills to the children. 
4. I will use the data I received from Mrs. Everitt and make sure I introduce the terms bullying and teasing to the children when I introduce the topic. I will also discuss with the children good problem solving skills and how we will use our problem solving skills to solve bullying situations we encounter in the book we will read and in our real lives. 
Procedures

1. Introduction to the Topic:

I will introduce the topic by asking the children to raise their hand if they have ever been teased by anyone. I will give examples of who may tease us such as, an older sibling, a friend, or someone who we are different from. To make sure I have covered all the children I will also ask the children to raise their hand if they have not been teased before. Then finally, I will ask if anyone of them has ever teased someone. I will explain that teasing is a form of bullying. Before I begin teaching, I will define bullying for the children to make sure all the children understand the term. I will tell the children we are going to use our problem solving skills to come up with effective solutions to bullying problems. 
2. Teaching: Input

I will introduce to the children the book Julius, The Baby of the World by Kevin Henkes. I will ask the children to study the cover of the book with me, and then I will ask them to tell me what they see on the cover. (The cover of the book holds clues to what the book is about. On the cover of the book, Lilly, the older sister, is wearing a scary mask and is hovering over her younger brother in a crib.) 
I will make my own observations about the cover as the students begin to answer. For example, I would say it looks like the little girl is trying to scare the baby with the way she has her arms up over her head and since she is wearing a scary mask. I will then begin to read the story to the children. I will read the story straight through without stopping to ask comprehension questions. 

3. Teaching: Modeling 

After reading the story, I will use the hanging butcher block paper Mrs. Everitt has in her class. I will ask the children if they noticed any teasing or bullying Lilly did in the book. I will ask the children if they noticed Cousin Garland teasing baby Julius. On the butcher block paper, I will ask the children to help me lists different things Lilly said to Julius when she was teasing him. After, I will ask the children to help me list other situations, either in school, home, etc., where teasing takes place or what is said when someone is teasing someone else.
 After we list out different teasing scenarios from the book and the children’s personal lives, I will model for the children a teasing situation using paper bag puppets. One puppet will tease the other and I will act out the two puppets working through a teasing situation and finding a solution. I used the example of two children playing basketball and one child teasing the other because he/she was loosing.
4. Guided Practice: 

I will explain to the children that I want them to choose one of the situations on the butcher block paper that we listed. Then ask the children to act the situation out with their paper bag puppets and act out a solution to the teasing problem they chose. Then, I will give each child a paper bag puppet and divide the children into partners. I will ask the students to pick an area in the around the room on the floor to spread out and use their puppets. 
5. Teaching: Checking for Understanding

While the children are using their puppets to act out their problems and their solutions, I will walk around the classroom listening and watching their plays. I will pause at groups I feel are struggling to come up with a situation or solution and help them as they need it. I will check to make sure the children understand the activity and support the children where they need it.  

6. Independent Practice: 

I will model for the children the next activity by showing them my own drawing of two people playing basketball. One child in the picture is teasing the other. I will have conversation bubbles to show the conversation between the two children to solve the problem. 


I will ask the students to pick one situation from the book, our list on butcher block paper, or from their own lives to illustrate a teasing situation of their own. I will ask them to draw the situation and use conversation bubbles, like I did in my illustration, to show the two people talking through the problem and coming up with a solution. Then I will pass out 8 ½ x 11 sheets of white paper for the children to draw their illustrations on.

Summary for the Students of What Has Been Learned

Closure


To close the lesson, I will pick 3 to 4 students to share their drawings with the class. I will ask them to explain what is happening between the people in their drawing and ask them to tell the class how they solved the problem. 

I will also ask the following questions to the class after share time to conclude the lesson:

· How would a person feel if they were teased or bullied all the time?

· What are some ways we can make sure there is no bullying or teasing in our class?

I will write the children’s responses on the board and add my own observations to these questions as I see fit. 

Assessment


The students were able to illustrate a teasing or bullying situation on paper and use problem solving skills to create a solution to the teasing between the two people in their drawing. 


If the children can illustrate and use conversation bubbles in their illustrations to solve the teasing situation they have mastered the activity

Re-Teach


For children who struggled illustrating a situation and solution, I will have them join me at the back table during centers or independent work. I will use the same puppets we used with our partners and ask the child to share a situation when they or someone they know was being teased/bullied. Then I will ask the child to help me act out the problem and solution using our puppets. After, we will go over their drawings they illustrated in class and discuss how they solved the problem. If they were not able to solve the problem, then we will discuss together several solutions. 

If all students struggled with the activity, I will pick 3 or 4 situations that involve teasing/bullying and we will try to solve them together as a class. I will list the solutions on the board as the children work through each teasing situation. 

Extension

· For students who finished early and have more advanced abilities, I will ask them to help their neighbors by helping them come up with a solution to the teasing problem they illustrated. 

· If these children would prefer to do an activity individually, I will have several books that deal with bullying/teasing set aside for the children to read independently in the reading center. 

Modifications and Accommodations:

The IEP requires me to make modifications and accommodations for children who have Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). 

· I will accommodate the children with Attention Deficit Disorder by giving these children more time in class to complete their illustrations on bullying. I will also suggest that a student who finishes early should help the child with ADD come up with ideas/scenarios for their drawing. 

· I will modify my lesson for these children by creating a list of things they need to include in their illustrations/drawings. For example, on the board I will write a list of things they need to include, such as, pick a situation of bullying from the list on the butcher block paper or from your own life, illustrate/draw this situation on paper, use conversation bubbles to talk out or solve the problem between the people in your drawing. 
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Reflection on Lesson
1. How did the lesson go?

I believe the lesson went well. There were a few draw backs that I was not aware of before the lesson. I had the first graders get into partners to act out their situations, but they had never done group work before. Even though the children were in partners they still had trouble understanding the importance of group dynamic. Overall, I believe the lesson went really well and I definitely think the puppets were effective for creating a real life situation.
2. How was my planning?

My planning was effective. I believe I did a good job coming to the classroom prepared. I was worried about how the message would go because of the content. It is not easy teaching young children about bullying and having it connect from a book you read to their real lives, but I believe they did a good job understanding the lesson. The students even came up to me towards the end of the day to explain different bullying scenarios to me and how they would handle it. 
3. In what ways were the objectives met? Not met?

I met the objectives because each child did a good job working with their partners in groups and they also understood and were able to draw the different situations of teasing. Overall, the objective was met by the students; however, some review was needed for some students. It was not that these students did not understand, but that they needed someone else working with them through the situations. 
4. What did the pre-assessment tell me about the students’ knowledge of this objective?


I was not able to pre-assess the children on bullying, but Mrs. Everitt gave me some background on the student’s knowledge of the subject. From Mrs. Everitt’s information, I knew that I needed to introduce the term bullying and discuss how people use problem solving skills to solve problems. The children understand the basic knowledge of what bullying and teasing is, but I had to explain it to the children further before giving the lesson to make sure all the children were on the same page. I also had to explain to the children what problem solving skills are and how we use those skills to find solutions to problems like bullying. 
5. During the lesson, what worked? What didn’t work?


I believe reading the book and having the children do the drawings was very effective. The children loved the book Julius and they really enjoyed drawing out the situations. However, I did not know that the children had not done any group work or had not ever experienced spreading out around the room to work in partners. When I divided them up into groups and gave them their puppets, they had trouble understanding how to stay on task. Some groups did much better than others, but there were some groups that had trouble staying on task and not just playing with the puppets. Overall, I should have set some ground rules down with the puppets prior to sending the children into their groups, and I wish I would have known that the children had never done partner/group work prior to putting them into groups. 
6. What does the post-assessment tell me about the students’ mastery of the objectives? 


The post-assessment told me the children understood the book and could make connections of bullying between the book or their own lives. They were able to illustrate a situation from the book or from their own lives and write conversation bubbles to solve it. I was worried about having them write out their solutions using conversation bubbles; however, Mrs. Everitt said that her students are very good at using conversation bubbles. She said it may be difficult to read some of the children’s writings, but they can articulate fairly well what they are trying to say. 

7. What adjustments do I need to make for next time?

Next time I would like to explain how partner group works. I did model for the children how to create a scenario we wrote on the board and act it out using the puppets, but I should have laid some ground rules down for using the puppets and created a noise level for the children. They were so excited to do something different that some of them wanted to play with the puppets instead, while others were loud in their groups. The group work is the only area I would make adjustments on for next time.
8. If group of individual management was challenging, why? What chance(s) will make a difference for next time?


I believe that group management was difficult because the children had never experienced “group” work before. I put the children in partners and had them spread around the room to use their puppets. This exercise would have worked better if the children had experienced some type of group work prior to this activity; however, the children have done very little to no group work in 1st grade. Next time, I believe setting some ground rules for the puppets or even going as far as having more structure, such as having the children act out the puppets with a shoulder partner at their desks, would have been more constructive. I believe this specific group of 1st graders needed more structure when doing the partner puppet activity. 
9. What effect did the grouping of students have?


I grouped the students with a partner I picked for them as they were sitting on the rug. I told them to go somewhere around the room with their partner. How I grouped the children was not the issue as much as the group work itself. When looking back it may have been easier to group the children with their partner next to their desks to create a more familiar environment. 
10. What were the strong parts of the lesson?


I believe the strongest parts of the lesson were the group rug time with the children where I read the book to the children, and we listed some of the bullying we saw in the book on the butcher block paper. This activity was effective and I believe this is where the children learned from each other’s responses and my responses. Another strong point of the lesson is when I modeled the picture I had drawn for the children and then introduced the drawing activity I wanted them to do on their own. The children did a good job illustrating their ideas and working through the activity. 
11. Of what am I most proud of? Where do I show growth in my teaching?


I am most proud of the way I read the book and interacted with the children on the rug. It can be very scary when someone places their students in your hands and expects you to teach them something. I am most proud of my ability to teach the children something and have them meet the objective. I believe I grew as a teacher because I was able to introduce a difficult topic, such as bullying and teasing, to the children and have them learn from the lesson. It was comforting to hear the children come up to me later in the day and tell me about experiences they have had in their own lives about bullying or teasing and explain to me how they would go about solving the issue with the other person. 
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