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Journal Entry #1

Currently, I am observing at Bellaire Elementary in HEB ISD in the 4th Grade.  The school is very diverse and the school has a Duel Language program for all grades.  However, my classroom placement is in a normal classroom.  The children receive no Spanish instruction; however, there are two other teachers in the fourth grade that do teach Duel Language programs.  In Ms. Steel’s classroom about sixty five percent of the children speak another language other than English, and of these students I would say at least fifty percent speak Spanish as their first language.  

Ms. Steel’s classroom has children that were ELL’s at one point in their academic career, but now the children have transitioned into her class.  Some of the children were placed in the Duel Language Program the school offers early on and are now in a normal classroom by their parent’s choice, or the students were never placed in a Duel Language classroom and have been mainstreamed into a classroom with little to no ESL assistance.  In the case of Ms. Steel’s classroom, I believe Ms. Steel is not ESL certified; however, she does do her best to provide scaffolding if she finds a child struggling. Ms. Steel may be ESL certified, but when discussing the English Language Learners with her; she never mentioned she had an ESL certification, but mentioned she does make some small accommodations, such as providing more scaffolding for her ELL’s.  Ms. Steel mentioned that she does try to use pictures and symbols in her classroom as much as possible because of the significant amount of English Language Learners in her class.  The classroom is set up as any normal classroom; however, Ms. Steel teaches Language Arts and Social Studies, then Ms. Steel’s classroom goes across the hall to receive their Math and Science instruction from Mrs. Tumlinson.  Mrs. Tumlinson’s classroom comes to Ms. Steel’s classroom for their Language Arts and Social Studies instruction.  Both teachers teach writing to their own home room class.  I am only covering what I know about Ms. Steel’s classroom in these journal entries because that is the teacher I have been assigned, and Ms. Steel’s home room class are the children I spend the most amount of time with during the day.  Every child, even the ELL’s, speak perfectly good English.  All the ELL’s seem to understand what Ms. Steel is saying and the environment of the classroom seems comfortable for the students. 

For a more visual approach to Ms. Steel’s classroom, picture a normal classroom with all the normal chairs, tables, pictures, and boards, except I believe Ms. Steel’s classroom is more diverse than most.  She has children of Caucasian, Hispanic, Black American or African American, African, and Hawaiian descents in her classroom.  This makes her classroom extremely diverse and a fun place to get to know students from all different backgrounds in life.  Ms. Steel’s daily activities and lessons are similar to any other teachers you may see.  As I have said before, her instruction is done all in English and the children do not receive ESL pull out.  If a child’s parent or teacher believed the child needed ESL instruction, then the child would probably join the classrooms of the two 4th grade Duel Language teachers. 

I asked Ms. Steel if she can see any differences in her ELL’s and her other students when evaluating their work.  The only thing Ms. Steel mentioned was since she teachers Language Arts and writing; she notices that the children sometimes have trouble with wording their sentences.  She said that her Spanish speaking children struggle with this more because of the word inverse we see in Spanish when it is related to the English language.  Overall, Ms. Steel said the students do wonderfully in her classroom and that if there were any doubts about that then the children’s parents would be consulted and the child would be encouraged to be placed in the Duel Language program.  I feel confident as the student teacher in Ms. Steel’s classroom that most, if not all, the children understand Ms. Steel and the material; and are at a place where they need little to no instruction in Spanish and need little scaffolding in English.
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Journal Entry #2 


During Ms. Steel's home room classroom, I met with my ELL Ugalde.  my ELL is in 4th Grade.  She is pretty outgoing for her age and was one of the students who did not seem to mind me peppering her with questions.  my ELL was born in Fort Worth, Texas at JPS Hospital.  Spanish was my ELL's first language to learn, followed by English later on.  She has two older siblings, both of which are much older than her.  She has a sister who is eighteen years old and a brother who is thirteen, and both siblings speak English.  I asked my ELL if both of her siblings were born in Texas and she said yes. my ELL told me both of her parents are from Mexico and that her mother speaks only a little English. my ELL told me her father is going to school to learn English.  I tried asking where her father was going to school, but she could not remember.  She said her mother speaks the most English of both of her parents, but my ELL did not seem like her parents were that comfortable in their English.  my ELL speaks great English.  I asked my ELL what language she normally speaks at home.  my ELL said that in her house they speak both Spanish and English, but mostly Spanish.  I believe my ELL and her siblings probably speak English to one another on occasion.  She has been attending Bellaire Elementary since Pre-Kindergarten.  I asked her if she had ever been in a Duel Language program. my ELL seemed confused so I asked her if she had ever been in a classroom like Mrs. Castillo's classroom across the hall where the teacher spoke Spanish to the students and then the children also learned English from another teacher.  my ELL said she was only in a classroom like that in Pre-Kindergarten, first grade through fourth grade have been in an English only classroom.  Now, my ELL is in Ms. Steel's classroom which is an English only classroom and the children receive no Spanish instruction.

 When I asked my ELL what it was like learning English, she could not recall much, except she did say that it was sometime difficult for her.  She said there were times where she would wonder what the teacher was saying.  After talking with Ms. Steel I learned that my ELL has dyslexia.  I know my ELL gets pulled out during the day to go see specialized teacher.  Even with her dyslexia, I began thinking about it, I realized the reason my ELL may know English well even though both parents speak little to no English, is because she has two older siblings.  Later on that afternoon, I stopped my ELL after recess and asked her if she learned most of her English from her sister and brother, who are both older than her.  She said yes.  She learned most of her English from her older sister.  Everything I had discussed with my ELL sort of fell into place.  I had been wondering how a girl her age could have only received one year of Duel Language instruction in Pre-Kindergarten and have parents that spoke little to know English, but still function in a English only classroom.  Having two older siblings, one who was almost ten years older, has helped my ELL learn English.  I wondered if my ELL had not learned some English from her siblings prior to coming to school if she would have been in the same learning position she was in today. my ELL still struggles in her subjects because of her dyslexia and there are challenges she faces being an English Language Learner; however, as a future teacher, I am so thankful that my ELL has a school like Bellaire behind her where they provide Duel Language Programs for children.  Even though my ELL did not need the instruction past Pre-Kindergarten, it is still comforting to know that Hurst Euless Bedford ISD makes it a priority if it is a need for their students.   

After discussing my ELL's history as a student and English Language Learner, I feel confident that my ELL is getting the instruction she needs from Ms. Steel.  Ms. Steel is ESL certified and does make some accommodations for English Language Learners.  Ms. Steel has mentioned that she draws pictures if a child does not understand.  She also tries to explain social quos and things that not all English Language Learners would understand.  After meeting with my ELL, I feel confident that her needs are being met as a child whose first language is not English.  my ELL does need extra outside instruction for her dyslexia that is a challenge for her academically and causes her grades to be lower.  Overall, I feel that my ELL has a good base knowledge to function in the classroom and pass her classes, but she does need more support in Reading and Writing as most ELL’s need for several years while acquiring a second language in an academic setting. 

Casey Howell 

10/3/2010

BEEP 4384

Journal Entry #3


Observing my ELL in the classroom made me realize she might need more assistance than I previously thought. When I was in the classroom, the children were asked to write about a time when they were surprised. Ms. Steel gave each student a worksheet that had a roller coaster on it. The students were supposed to fill in the beginning of their story, the part of the story that escalates to the surprise, and how the story concluded. The idea was to fill in a skeleton or outline of the story the students were creating using the roller coaster worksheet. my ELL came to me and asked me to clarify what the parts of the roller coaster were asking her to do. She was unsure of where they were supposed to write about the surprise. After explaining this to my ELL, she went back to her desk to work. After observing my ELL these past few weeks, I have noticed she always seems to put forth effort in class by staying focused, working independently, and rarely getting in trouble. 


I was able to observe my ELL as she filled in her roller coaster worksheet. my ELL seemed to understand and fill in the worksheet as asked. I also noticed that she was able to follow the roller coaster format, filling in the correct parts of her story on the corresponding parts of the roller coaster. After the students were done with their worksheets Ms. Steel asked them to quietly begin writing about the time when they were surprised in their journals. Ms. Steel told them to use the roller coaster worksheet as a guide for writing their stories. 


Later that afternoon after school, I asked Ms. Steel if I could look in my ELL’s journal to see what she had written for the prompt. I was interested to see and observe my ELL’s language and writing skills. What I observed was my ELL understood the prompt and wrote about a time when her dad bought her a Wii for her birthday. I also observed that my ELL does have dyslexia and it is very noticeable in her writing. For the title she wrote “A Time When I Was Surprised” with the upper case “S” backwards. I noticed throughout her writing that the letter “g” also gives my ELL some difficulties. my ELL had not written much in her journal; however, Ms. Steel had only given the students twenty to thirty minutes to write independently that day. From the one paragraph my ELL had written, I noticed that she tends to repeat sentences; however, she slightly rewords the sentences. For example, my ELL wrote, “I really wanted a Wii for my birthday.” Then two sentences later she wrote the sentence, “I told my dad I really wanted a Wii for my birthday.” These sentences were so close together and were almost the exact same sentence. Not all fourth graders have a developed vocabulary; however, I noticed that my ELL uses simple sentences and words in her writing. Many the words she uses to form her sentences are used several times throughout her writing, which makes me believe she struggles with vocabulary. After reading Chapter 2 from our textbook, I learned that my ELL has BICS, but lacks CALP. my ELL’s writing is not academic and she seems to write as if she were taking. my ELL is not terribly behind her peers; however, I can see a difference between the development of her writing and one of her peers who is not an ELL. The main difference being that her language and word choice is not as varied as someone who’s first language is English. 


To my knowledge, during these writing exercises there were no modifications made for ELL’s. You may consider the worksheet a good tool for ELL’s because it had a picture of a roller coaster that guided the students through the writing process of a story that is supposed to escalate. However, I believe this was just worksheet used because it fit the lesson Ms. Steel was trying to teach. After observing that there were no modifications made for the ELL’s in Ms. Steel’s class, it made me realize why my ELL’s writing seems to be a clear area of concern for me and a struggle for her academically. I believe she faces the challenge of a smaller vocabulary than her peers. As I continue to observe, I hope to find out that my ELL is moving into CALP’s so that she can perform on par alongside her peers who are not ELL’s. My reactions to her writing have helped me narrow down some of the lessons I can do with my ELL to help her. I am thinking that more guidance with the writing process, teaching her how to vary her sentences, and working with my ELL on her vocabulary are helpful topics for my lesson plan. 

Casey Howell
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Journal Entry # 4

During my final observation with my ELL, Ms. Steel asked me to sit with some of the students and review their rough drafts before they begin writing their final copy.  The children were supposed to finish up their drafts at their desk, have another class member peer edit it, and then visit either Ms. Steel or I for final editing.  I began reviewing the students work and had the opportunity to sit and review my ELL's final draft of her story about a time when she was surprised. Last observation, I read over my ELL's first few sentences of her story with the approval of Ms. Steel after school was out.  I did this to get an idea of what my ELL's writing skills were like. However, this time I was able to sit with my ELL one on one and review her draft with her.  my ELL and I sat at the U-shaped table in the back of the room where we began reading through her story.  In my pervious journal entry I discussed how my ELL struggled to vary her sentences and her word choice. I also noticed that my ELL does struggle with dyslexia and the backwards upper case "S" I noticed last week in her title "A Time When I Was Surprised" was still backwards.  With my ELL beside me, I began reading her story aloud. 

 As I read her story, I found a few minor punctuation errors; however, I noticed that many of the other fourth graders struggle with punctuation.  As I read through the first paragraph and noticed again that her sentences sounded similar to one another, I asked my ELL if she thought they sounded like she was saying the same thing again.  I told my ELL that sometimes when we are trying to explain a story, we can write many sentences that sound alike. I told her that in her first paragraph she has a sentence that says she really wanted a Wii for her birthday, but then two sentences later she says, she told her Dad that she really wanted a Wii for her birthday.  I asked her if these sentences sounded alike. my ELL agreed so I asked her what we could add to the story that was new content.  She thought for a while and then ended up adding a sentence about how her Dad told her that she might get the Wii for her birthday, but that he still would not tell her exactly.  I continued to read through my ELL's story pausing along the way to make minor revisions. I noticed that my ELL struggles with writing the letters "g" and "s" correctly because of her dyslexia.  I also noticed that she struggled to make the story long and vary her content.  Her story seemed to be very straight forward without much variation in word choice.  For example, her story talked about how she wanted a Wii for her birthday, about how she was not sure if she would get the Wii for her birthday, and then finally on the day of her birthday her dad gave her the Wii.  my ELL seemed to agree that some of her sentences were simple, and she understood when I would ask her to expand on what happened the day she was surprised.  I asked her to add a few sentences into the story telling me how she felt before and after she got the Wii, and small details about what happened on the night she got the Wii.  I asked her if they had a special party for her, if she ate cake, and asked her to explain what it was like the first time she played her Wii.  

After working through the story and editing it with my ELL, I felt that she did understand what I was trying to accomplish by asking her to expand on her story.  She was able to articulate what she wanted to say about her story, but her sentences were still very simple with little description.  I know Ms. Steel had been teaching the children ten new vocabulary words a week and guiding the students through many story maps to help the children add descriptive words to their stories, but I could tell this was a challenge for my ELL.  During this free time of finishing up their rough drafts, editing with a peer, and meeting with either Ms. Steel or I; there were no modifications made for the ELL students.  Ms. Steel does provide thesaurus and dictionaries for every student and encourages the students to use them to expand the vocabulary they use in their writing.  However, I do not believe this is a direct modification for ELL's, only a tool to help every child become a better writer.  When thinking off hand, I was trying to come up with a good tool ELL students could use during this time since there were no modifications made. I was thinking that if Ms. Steel could provide the ELL's with an editing checklist and a small list of reminders; this could be very helpful to an ELL's ability to edit and create a better piece of writing. 

My overall reactions to my observation and time spent with my ELL have helped me narrow down the possible lessons plans I can create to help my ELL.  When I first began observing her I had no idea what area my ELL struggled with in the area of Language Arts and Literacy, but after spending time with my ELL and observing her, I can see that she needs more guidance in the area of writing.  After reading more on ELL's in our textbook, I discovered that a good way to help them with their writing is to create word banks and to teach them word study skills.  Another thing that may help my ELL is having her read good samples of writing.  When I was in school we read several examples of good and bad pieces so we could gauge what level we should be at.  Having my ELL view good pieces of writing can help increase her knowledge of what is expected and allow her to see the structure of another person's writing.  These are activities I would like to incorporate in my lesson plan with my ELL. In addition, I believe studying vocabulary and word choice will help her in both writing and in reading.  My final observation has helped me realize the specific areas my ELL needs more assistance in and some activities that may increase her confidence and knowledge a writer. 

LESSON PLAN (ORIGINAL)

Name: ___Casey Howell__________________________________________________________

Student’s age: _9_ Subject of Lesson: L.A. - Vocabulary Date lesson is to be taught: 10/7/2010

Approximate length of lesson: ____25___min/hrs 

	I. TEKS 
(b)  Knowledge and skills.

(2)  Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing. Students are expected to:

 (E)  use a dictionary or glossary to determine the meanings, syllabication, and pronunciation of unknown words.

 

	II. Objectives for this lesson

The student will identify and match synonyms of adjectives and verbs completing 7 out of 10 correctly. 

	III. Rationale for this lesson  

The rational for this lesson is to assist my ELL in expanding her vocabulary for the purpose of helping my ELL become a better writer.  The reason I am focusing on vocabulary is because my ELL is not demonstrating an ability to use these words when writing.  For example, when observing her I noticed that she repeats many of the same words throughout her writing, but tries to rearrange the way the sentences read.  I believe this is a reflection of my ELL not having an expanded vocabulary to use when writing.  I want to add to my ELL’s vocabulary and give her tools, such as word lists to help her with her writing. 



	IV. Materials & resources needed for the lesson

· Construction paper (2 colors of your choice)

· Scissors

· Permanent marker

· Dictionary

· Thesaurus

	V. Step-by-step description of activity to be carried out 

Before I begin my lesson with my ELL, I will verbally assess her knowledge of adjectives and verbs.  I will ask her what an adjective and verb are and ask her to give an example of each.  If my ELL is unable to define the terms, I will define them for her and give her examples of each.  

For my lesson, I will introduce the definitions of an adjective and verb to my ELL. I will tell my ELL that she created a wonderful story about a time she was surprised with a Wii on her Birthday, but I will add that I want to help her with the writing process by giving her more tools to enhance her vocabulary. 

I will lay the ten general verb cards on the table in front of my ELL. I will give her the ten more specific verbs mixed up in a pile. I explain to my ELL that I want her to match the general verb to the more specific verb (synonym) that has the same meaning. After she is done, I will take personal note of the ones she has missed. I will repeat this activity again with the adjectives and take note of the ones she has missed.  

	VI. Enrichment and Extension 

· For an extension activity, I will have my ELL look up the words she missed in the dictionary and match them to the correct word. This is to ensure that she understands the meaning of the words she missed.  I will also have my ELL look the word she missed up in the Thesaurus to reference additional synonyms she can use in her writing.

· I will have my ELL complete a mad lib with me. I have chosen a Fall mad lib called “Apples,” which I will read aloud to my ELL and have her help me choose good vocabulary words to insert. 




*Please see below for pictures of lesson and “Apples” mad lib.
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Red, apples! Today we are going to

(adjective)

apples.lam going to the most.

(verb) (verb)

My and | are having an picking

(person) (fruit)

contest this year. Every we go to

(season) (person’s)

farmto pick a of apples.This year

(noun) (person)

wants to make ,50 we need alot.

(noun)

When we arrive counts out our

(place) (person)

apples.We anxiously await the final count.

My and | ! Well actually | had one

(person) (verb/ed)

more then him, but it had a slimy worm

(color)

in it. That night we had

(adjective)

applesauce!

© ClassroomJr.com. All Rights Reserved.
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LESSON PLAN (REVISED)

*The only change I made to my lesson plan was the approximate time it took to complete it and to create a typed vocabulary sheet before meeting with my ELL. Everything else worked well!

Name: ___Casey Howell__________________________________________________________

Student’s age: _9_ Subject of Lesson: L.A. - Vocabulary Date lesson is to be taught: 10/7/2010

Approximate length of lesson: ____20___min/hrs 

	I. TEKS 
(b)  Knowledge and skills.

(2)  Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing. Students are expected to:

 (E)  use a dictionary or glossary to determine the meanings, syllabication, and pronunciation of unknown words.

 

	II. Objectives for this lesson

The student will identify and match synonyms of adjectives and verbs completing 7 out of 10 correctly. 

	III. Rationale for this lesson  

The rational for this lesson is to assist my ELL in expanding her vocabulary for the purpose of helping my ELL become a better writer.  The reason I am focusing on vocabulary is because my ELL is not demonstrating an ability to use these words when writing.  For example, when observing her I noticed that she repeats many of the same words throughout her writing, but tries to rearrange the way the sentences read.  I believe this is a reflection of my ELL not having an expanded vocabulary to use when writing.  I want to add to my ELL’s vocabulary and give her tools, such as word lists to help her with her writing. 

	IV. Materials & resources needed for the lesson

· Construction paper (2 colors of your choice)

· Scissors

· Permanent marker

· Dictionary

· Thesaurus

· Typed Vocabulary sheet with informal verb/adjective and the corresponding descriptive verb/adjective. Basically, a reference sheet for the child. 

	V. Step-by-step description of activity to be carried out 

Before I begin my lesson with my ELL, I will verbally assess her knowledge of adjectives and verbs.  I will ask her what an adjective and verb are and ask her to give an example of each.  If my ELL is unable to define the terms, I will define them for her and give her examples of each.  

For my lesson, I will introduce the definitions of an adjective and verb to my ELL. I will tell my ELL that she created a wonderful story about a time she was surprised with a Wii on her Birthday, but I will add that I want to help her with the writing process by giving her more tools to enhance her vocabulary. 

I will lay the ten general verb cards on the table in front of my ELL. I will give her the ten more specific verbs mixed up in a pile. I explain to my ELL that I want her to match the general verb to the more specific verb (synonym) that has the same meaning. After she is done, I will take personal note of the ones she has missed. I will repeat this activity again with the adjectives and take note of the ones she has missed.  

	VI. Enrichment and Extension 

· For an extension activity, I will have my ELL look up the words she missed in the dictionary and match them to the correct word. This is to ensure that she understands the meaning of the words she missed.  I will also have my ELL look the word she missed up in the Thesaurus to reference additional synonyms she can use in her writing.

· I will have my ELL complete a mad lib with me. I have chosen a Fall mad lib called “Apples,” which I will read aloud to my ELL and have her help me choose good vocabulary words to insert. 


*Please see below for pictures of lesson and “Apples” mad lib.
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Red, apples! Today we are going to

(adjective)

apples.lam going to the most.

(verb) (verb)

My and | are having an picking

(person) (fruit)

contest this year. Every we go to

(season) (person’s)

farmto pick a of apples.This year

(noun) (person)

wants to make ,50 we need alot.

(noun)

When we arrive counts out our

(place) (person)

apples.We anxiously await the final count.

My and | ! Well actually | had one

(person) (verb/ed)

more then him, but it had a slimy worm

(color)

in it. That night we had

(adjective)

applesauce!
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LESSON REFLECTION FORM

Professionals improve their teaching through consistent and meaningful reflection. Following the implementation of your lesson, reflect on the following:

How effective was the lesson?


The lesson was effective. my ELL seemed to struggle with the verbs more than the adjectives. I had to tell her to do the ones she knew first so she could narrow down her choices. my ELL was able to compare the adjectives with 100% accuracy; however, missed four of the verbs.

How was my planning?


My planning was productive. Once I found a fun activity for my ELL to do it allowed me to complete the rest of the lesson with ease. I set up the words and got a dictionary from the back of the classroom before my ELL came back for the lesson. This was helpful because everything was a hands reach away. 

In what ways were the objectives met?  Not met?


The objectives we met when my ELL matched the adjectives; however she struggled with matching the verbs. The verbs list did seem more difficult than the adjectives list, but I had to assist my ELL with the last four words out of 10 of the verbs. Since my ELL did not meet the objective set out for the verbs, we used the dictionary to match up the last four words. This was both to familiarize my ELL with the meaning of the word, but also to give her more hands on experience with searching for words in the dictionary when she does not understand their meaning. 

How effective was the assessment?


I did an oral assessment and asked my ELL to explain what a verb and an adjective are.  She was able to explain it, but instead of giving a definition of what a verb and adjective are, she used examples instead.  For example, she said smiled was a verb.  my ELL struggled to define an adjective, but ended up saying ugly was an adjective.  Since she understood the basic idea of what a verb and adjective are I decided to define them for her as an introduction to the lesson. 

What worked? What didn’t work?


For the amount of time I was given to work with my ELL, the lesson worked well. I believe my ELL built confidence when matching the adjectives, but learned more from having to search for the verbs she did not know. I believe the activity was hands on similar to a game, which made it more enjoyable than learning from a worksheet. My lesson was a little shorter than I had planned. 

Did some things work for some students and not for others? Why?


This lesson was only done with my ELL since the project was to pick one ELL in the classroom you were observing. I believe this lesson worked great and would work well with other students, both ELL’s and Native English speakers. In fact, Ms. Steel asked if she could look at my lesson to use so she could use it with all of her students since building vocabulary is important in fourth grade.

What adjustments do I need to make for next time?


Next time I do not need as much time to complete the lesson. I allotted for 25 minutes; however, the lesson only took around 20 minutes to complete. The length of the lesson could vary depending on how long the student takes to complete the matching activity. Next time I implement the lesson I would like to have a typed vocabulary sheet with the generic adjectives or verbs and the corresponding descriptive adjective or verb for the student to keep for themselves so they can use it in the future for reading or writing purposes. I thought about how this might have been helpful for my ELL towards the end of the lesson, so I created a hand written vocabulary sheet for her to keep for herself. Next time I would have it typed prior to the lesson and give it to the student. 

If group or individual management was challenging, why?  What changes (s) would make a difference for next time?


I had no trouble with individual management. my ELL is a very respective, quiet girl and followed directions without questioning the activity. It was not difficult to keep her on task. I would not change anything on my management because I believe since the lesson only took twenty minutes my ELL was able to focus more easily than if the lesson had been thirty to forty minutes. 

What effect did the grouping arrangements make?


For this lesson I did not group any students because this was an individual lesson with my ELL, my ELL. If this had been a group lesson then I would have had to make more vocabulary cards for each student so they could each have a chance to match the words up.

What were the strong parts of this lesson?


The strong parts of the lesson were explaining the directions and assisting my ELL in looking up words she did not know in the dictionary. my ELL really enjoyed the matching activity, but I believe she learned the most from looking the words she did not know the meaning of up in dictionary. Another strong part of the lesson was my ability to explain the directions clearly and model what my ELL was supposed to do for the matching activity. I struggle to explain directions and model for children, but I planned out what I was going to say prior to the lesson, which helped me greatly.

What am I most proud of? Where do I show growth?


I am most proud of my opportunity to get better at explaining directions and modeling for an ELL. As a future teacher, my biggest fear is not explaining concepts clearly to the students, which is why modeling is so important for me to learn now. I am proud that I planned prior to explaining what a verb and adjective are and the directions on the matching vocabulary activity. This showed growth in both my planning, but also allowed me more experience in explaining and modeling to an ELL.

Casey Howell

BEEP 4384

Dr. Carla Amaro-Jimenez

Family Suitcase Project

Topic/Theme Chosen and Rationale: 

My topic or theme for the family suitcase is called “Exploring Your Family.”  I chose this theme because I believe exploring our family with our family members can create a bond, teach us more about our family history, and what is important to our family. I want my ELL to bond with her family and learn what is important to them, while sharpening her writing and language skills through engaging activities. 

Note to Child:

My ELL, 

I am excited you are going to work with your family on these fun activities. The theme of this ‘suitcase’ is “Exploring Your Family!” I hope that by doing these activities with your family you will learn more about your family background and history. I also hope that some of these activities will help you with your writing and language skills. 


First, I would like you to read the book Sitti’s Secrets by Naomi Shihab Nye. This is a wonderful book about a young girl named Mona who goes to visit her grandmother in another country. Mona lives in the United States, but her grandmother lives in another country. Mona learns many things she did not know about her family because she went to visit her grandmother. I hope that you are able to relate to Mona since you said your family is from Mexico. 


Second, I would like for you to think about something that is very important to your family. In the book, Mona writes a letter to the President of United States to tell the President about her grandmother. She told the President that she wants everyone in the United States to understand that her grandmother is a kind person. Mona wants peace and no fighting between her country and her grandmother’s country. Just like Mona did in the story, I want you to write a letter to our President. I have included a sheet in the suitcase that says “Dear Mr. President” at the top. I want you to think about something that is important to you and your family, and then I want you to write a letter to the President telling him about your family. You can tell the President that you are so thankful to live in this country, you can tell him that you wish your family could move over the United States or that you could visit them more, or you can just tell him about yourself and your family here in Texas. Once you are done writing your letter, please check it for errors using the sheet titled “Self Editing Checklist.” There is another sheet of paper titled “Dear Mr. President” that you can use to copy your final draft of your letter onto. Once you are done writing and editing your letter, you can mail it to the President. In the suitcase, I have included an envelope with the address and a stamp. 


Third, I would like you to create your own mad lib. The directions on how to create your own mad lib are in the suitcase. The directions sheet is titled “Create Your Own Mad Lib.” I have included a sheet of notebook paper in the suitcase for you to use to write out your own mad lib. This is such a fun activity to do with your family or brother and sister. Make up a funny story and have your family fill in the blanks. I know everyone will be laughing by the end! 

Finally, I have included a heart shaped brown box in the suitcase! my ELL, this is your box! I would like you to decorate it with markers, crayons, or anything you can find at home to make it your box. I did not write your name on it because I want you to decorate it exactly how you want it to be decorated. Once you are done, I would like you to use it to put small, special things that remind you of your family. You could use it to put a movie ticket stub of a favorite movie you saw with your family. This box is for you and for special things that remind you of your family.

I hope all of these activities were fun for you to do. I hope that you were able to do them with your family and that all of you had a good time and laughed! Thank you for working with me in the classroom!







Your friend,







Casey 







“Mrs. Howell”

Note to Parent in English:

Dear Parent of my ELL,

Thank you for being patient with me as I have worked with my ELL on this project. The bag I sent home with my ELL is called a Family Suitcase. The students have been working on improving their writing so this suitcase has activities that will help my ELL with her writing. My goal is to help my ELL with her writing and language arts skills, while also creating fun activities to do at home with her family. The theme of the suitcase is “Exploring Your Family.” I want my ELL to explore her family and her family history by working on these activities with her family members. I would love for you to work with my ELL on these activities. Thank you again for your patience and help. I hope this is a fun time for your family!

Below are the activities I have planned for my ELL: 

First, I would like my ELL to read the book Sitti’s Secrets by Naomi Shihab Nye. Feel free to have my ELL read this book to a family member. This is a wonderful book about a young girl named Mona who goes to visit her grandmother in another country. Mona lives in the United States, but her grandmother lives in another country. Mona learns many things she did not know about her family because she went to visit her grandmother. I hope that my ELL is able to relate to Mona since she said her family is from Mexico. 


Second, I would like for my ELL to think about something that is very important to her family. In the book, Mona writes a letter to the President of United States to tell the President about her grandmother. She told the President that she wants everyone in the United States to understand that her grandmother is a kind person. Mona wants peace and no fighting between her country and her grandmother’s country. Just like Mona did in the story, I want my ELL to write a letter to our President. I have included a worksheet in the suitcase that says “Dear Mr. President” at the top. I want my ELL to think about something that is important to her and your family then I want her to write a letter to the President telling him about your family. Once my ELL is done writing her letter, she can check it for errors using the sheet titled “Editing Checklist.” There is another sheet of paper titled “Dear Mr. President” that she can use to copy her final draft of her letter onto. Once my ELL is done writing and editing her letter, you can mail it to the President. In the suitcase, I have included an envelope with the address and a stamp. 


Third, I would like my ELL to create her own mad lib. The directions on how to create your own mad lib are in the suitcase. The directions sheet is titled “Create Your Own Mad Lib.” I have included a sheet of notebook paper in the suitcase for my ELL to use to write out her own mad lib. This is such a fun activity to do with the entire family or my ELL’s brother and sister. my ELL can make up a funny story and have the family fill in the blanks. I know everyone will be laughing by the end! 

Finally, I have included a heart shaped brown box in the suitcase! This is my ELL’s box! I would like my ELL to decorate it with markers, crayons, or anything you can find at home to make it her box. I did not write my ELL’s name on it because I want her to decorate it exactly how she wants to. Once she is done, I would like her to use it to put small, special things that remind my ELL of her family. For example, she can use it to put a movie ticket stub of a favorite movie you saw together as a family. This box is for her and for special things that remind her of her family.

Once you are done working on the Family Suitcase, please fill out the Parent Reflection Form. Please fill out the form by answering the questions and letting me know how you think the activities went. I hope all of these activities were fun for you and my ELL to do. I hope that you were able to do them as a family and that all of you had a good time and laughed! Thank you for your patience and for allowing me to work with your child on these activities!








Thank you,








Casey Howell








“Mrs. Howell”

Note to Parent in Spanish:

Estimados padres de my ELL, 

Gracias por su paciencia en este proyecto que he estado haciendo con my ELL. La bolsa que envié a casa es llamada Maleta de familia. Los estudiantes han estado trabajando en actividades para mejorar su escritura. Esta maleta tiene actividades que le ayudaran a my ELL con su escritura. Mi meta es ayudarle a my ELL con su escritura y habilidades de artes lenguaje, mientras proveyendo actividades divertidas que puede hacer con la familia. El tema de la maleta es “Explorando con tu familia”. Me gustaría que my ELL explorara a su familia y a la historia de su familia mientras trabaja en estas actividades. Me encantaría que ustedes pudieran trabajar con ella en estas actividades. Gracias otra vez por su ayuda y paciencia. ¡Espero que sea un tiempo divertido para su familia! 

Estas son las actividades que he planeado para my ELL: 

Primero, quisiera que my ELL leyera el libro llamado Sitti’s Secrets por Naomi Shihab Nye. Puede leerle este libro a un miembro de la familia. Este libro es de una niña llamada Mona que va a visitar a su abuela en otro país. Mona vive en los Estados Unidos, pero su abuela vive en otro país. Mona aprende muchas cosas de su familia que no sabía en esta visita. Ojala que my ELL pueda relacionarse con Mona ya que ella dice que su familia es de Méjico.   

            Segundo, me gustaría que my ELL pensara en algo que es muy importante para su familia. En el libro, Mona escribe una carta al presidente de los Estados Unidos para informarlo sobre su abuela. Ella le dijo al presidente que quisiera que todos sepan que su abuela es una buena persona. Mona desea paz y que ya no haiga guerra entra el país de la abuela y el país de Mona. Igual que Mona, quisiera que my ELL escriba una carta a nuestro presidente. La maleta incluye una hoja titulada “Dear Mr. President”. Me gustaría que pensara en alguna cosa que es importante para su familia y luego escriba la carta al presidente diciéndole sobre su familia. Cuando ya termine, my ELL puede revisar su carta y asegurarse que no haya errores usando la hoja titulada “Editing Checklist”. Hay otra hoja titulada “Dear Mr. President” que ella puede usar para escribir su carta final. Cuando ya termine de escribir, puede mandársela al presidente. La maleta incluye un sobre con estampa y  la dirección.   

            Tercero, me gustaría que my ELL creara su propio cuento chistoso. Las direcciones para crear esto están incluidas en la maleta. Las direcciones están en la hoja titulada “Create Your Own Mad Lib.” He incluido una hoja de papel rayada en la maleta para que my ELL pueda escribir este cuento. Esta es una actividad muy divertida que puede hacer con la familia entera o su hermano y hermana. my ELL puede hacer su cuento chistoso y dejar que su familia escriba las palabras que faltan. ¡Todos terminaran en risas al final del cuento! 

Finalmente, he incluido una caja en forma de corazón en la maleta. Esta es la caja de my ELL. Quisiera que my ELL decorara su caja con marcadores, crayones, o cualquier otra cosa que usted tenga en la casa. No escribí su nombre porque me gustaría que ella lo decorara a su gusto. Cuando ya lo termine, me gustaría que  usara esta caja para poner cosas especiales y pequeñas que le recuerden de su familia. Por ejemplo, ella podría poner su boleto del cine si vieron una película como familia.  Esta caja es para ella y cosas que le recuerdan de su familia. 

Cuando ya haya terminado de trabajar en la maleta de familia, por favor llene el formulario de refección para padres.  Por favor conteste las preguntas y déjeme saber lo que usted pensó de las actividades. Espero que estas actividades sean divertidas para usted y my ELL. Deseo que pudieran hacer estas actividades como familia y que pasen buen tiempo. ¡Gracias por su paciencia y por dejarme trabajar con su hija en estas actividades. 

                                                                                    Gracias, 

                                                                                    Casey Howell 

                                                                                    “Sra. Howell”

Materials:


Materials Included in Suitcase:

· The book: Sitti’s Secrets by Naomi Shihab Nye

· “Dear Mr. President” Letter 

· “Self Editing Checklist” worksheet

· Envelope with address of President and stamp

· 2 sheets of notebook paper for writing her Mad Lib

· “Create Your Own Mad Lib” worksheet

· Heart Shaped Box

· Parent Reflection Form


Materials my ELL uses from home:

· Markers, Crayons, or colored pencils for her heart shaped box (her choice on what she wants to use)

· Pencil for writing letter to the President and for writing her Mad Lib
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Pictures of creation of Family Suitcase: see below
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[image: image24.jpg]Create Your Own Mad Lib

1. Grab the piece of notebook paper provided in the suitcase. Erase any serious
thoughts from your head. Find a place to relax like a chair or a couch and allow
your imagination to run freel

2. Come up with several main characters well-known by your family members or
create a story with your family members as the main characters. You can make
your story funny, in fact, the more funny the better, but try to be nice when
writing about your family members. We do not want to hurt anyone's feelings.

3. Create as wild a story as possible. A boring story can turn into a boring Mad
Lib. Place your characters in ridiculous settings motivated by a strange activity.
For example, you might say that your brother was flying his jet plane to school
one day when all of a sudden a dinosaur tried to eat the plane! Your mad lib
needs to be something completely crazy because this will make it very funny.

4. Place blanks throughout the story. Set them up so the others will be free to
come up with unusual people or creatures confronted by the main characters.
Remember how there were blanks in the “Apples” Mad Lib we did in class? We
want to create blanks in our mad lib for our family members to fill in.

5. Finally, make the ending funny! Once you are done ask your family members to
help you fillin the blanks! Then read it out loud to everyone in your family for a
great laugh!

Bibliography:
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Parent’s Reflection: 


My parents did not complete the reflection I sent home. I used the form found on Blackboard, but did not receive anything in return. 

****Reflection of Family Suitcase Project****

I enjoyed working on this project and I believe there are many benefits when it is implemented correctly. I found that the project did help my ELL by giving her one on one attention in the classroom, and by creating more opportunities to help my ELL with her writing and vocabulary. The suitcase is a wonderful idea for families who are looking to interact and learn with their child, and for families who want to help their child in an area they may be struggling in.

 I found some cons of the project to be unresponsive parents. Initially, I sent home the waiver to photograph my ELL for my project, but never received it back. I asked for several weeks and even gave my ELL two copies of the waiver, but I still did not receive the waiver back. I ended up taking pictures of my ELL’s back when I implemented my lesson plan. I sent home the family suitcase; however, I did not receive anything back in return. I included the Parent Reflection sheet, but my ELL never brought it back to school. I asked my ELL if she did the activities and she said she did some of them, like reading the book and coloring the heart shaped box. I would say the family suitcase is a great project or families who are willing and able to help their children; however, you have to remember that not all families will fully participate and implement all the activities. 


I believe the idea of the suitcase is an excellent idea to adopt in your classroom. When I am the child’s teacher, I feel like I will have a closer relationship with their parents so I will be able to communicate with them better and more frequently. I believe the main reason I the reason I did not receive a response from my ELL’s family on this project is because they do not know me. I believe this project can be a wonderful tool for the parents of your children if you have a relationship with them and can keep them more accountable. 


The family suitcase would be a wonderful tool to implement two times a year in the classroom. For instance, you could create a suitcase to send home over winter break for the families to complete and bring back at the first of the year. It could include activities specifically related to the struggles you see your class facing and could include some specific activities for children who struggle in specific areas. You could also send home one over spring break or summer that could be used to start preparing them for the next grade. Doing the project twice a year makes it manageable and allows parents to do the activities over longer breaks with their children. Overall, I felt like the project was success and can be used to strengthen a classroom and parents involvement with their children. 

Casey Howell

BEEP 4384

November 21, 2010

Board Game

Title of your board game:  Traveling Texas

Grade Level:  4th Grade

Outcomes:

1. The 4th grade students will be able to recall facts about Texas history.

2. The 4th grade students will be able to use correct vocabulary regarding Texas history.

3. The 4th grade students will be able to review the geography of Texas by answering questions and reviewing the game board.

Directions:

· Before beginning the game, make sure you have 2 to 3 players.

· Have each player select one of the three colored game pieces.

· Place the white cards on the table next to the game board with the questions facing down.

· Each player should role the dice. The player that roles the highest number goes first. The player that roles the second highest number goes second. If there is a third player, the player with the lowest number rolled goes last. 

· Place your game pieces you selected on the “Start” or “Dallas/Fort Worth” area of the game board in the correct order the players rolled.

· Have the first player roll the dice and grab a white card off the top of the stack. Have the player read the card out loud to the group. Give the player a minute or two to answer.

· Have someone not playing the game check the “Board Game Questions & Answers” sheet for the correct answer to the question. The blue number on the white card corresponds with the question on the answer sheet.

· If the player answered the question correctly, then they can move forward the number of spaces they rolled on the dice. If the player answered incorrectly, the player must move 2 spaces back. Follow the direction of the black arrows to the different cities and foam pieces. Have the player place the white card with the question they answered at the bottom of the deck. 

· Once the first player has answered the question, have the second player role the dice and complete steps 6 through 8. If there is a third player, have them role the dice after the second player has gone and complete steps 6 through 8. 

· Repeat the process of taking turns rolling the dice, selecting cards, and answering questions.

· The first player to move through the entire board, following the arrows to “El Paso” or the “Finish” area of the board game, wins the game. 

Pictures of Board Game and my ELL playing the board game with Caden:
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Casey Howell

BEEP 4384

November 21, 2010

Board Game Questions & Answers:

· What is the capital of Texas?  Austin

· What is the Texas State flower?  The Blue Bonnet

· What is the Texas State bird?  The Mockingbird

· What is the Texas State tree?  The Pecan Tree

· What is the region of Texas called in the Panhandle?  Panhandle Plains

· What region of Texas do we live in?  Prairies and Lakes 

· What region of Texas is in East Texas?  Piney Woods

· What region of Texas is next to the Coast?  Gulf Coast Region

· What region of Texas is our capital located?  Hill Country

· What region of Texas is located South near Mexico?  South Texas Plains

· What region of Texas has a National Park located in it?  Big Bend Country

· What is the line that divides the globe in half called?  The Equator

· What are the lines that run North to South on the globe?  Lines of Longitude

· What are the lines that run East to West on the globe?  Line of Latitude

· What is the line of longitude that is defined to be 0° (degrees)?  Prime Meridian

· What is the name of the big dust storm that hit Texas in the 1930’s?  The Dust Bowl

· Where is the Alamo located?  San Antonio, Texas

· Who (what countries) fought in the Battle of the Alamo?  Texas and Mexico

· Who is known as the Father of Texas?  Stephen F. Austin

· What is the name of the tribe of Indians that live in East Texas?  Caddo Indians

· What is the land form called that is deep narrow valley with steep sides and often with a stream flowing through it? Hint: usually found in West Texas!  Canyon

· What is the land form called that is open areas of grassland that are usually flat?  Plains

· What is the land form called that is a raised area of land that is relatively flat compared to the surrounding land?  Hint: usually found near canyons!  Plateau

· What is it called when land is dry, often a sandy region of little rainfall with extreme temperatures?  Desert

· What type of housing do some Native Americans (Indians) live in?  Tipi

· Why do today’s oil rigs have lights on top of them?  This is so that planes do not fly into the oil rigs.

· What is the state insect?  Monarch Butterfly

· What is the name of the mountain range found in West Texas?  Guadalupe Mountains

· What four states border the state of Texas?  New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana

· What country borders Texas?  Mexico

MEDIA RELEASE 

*My ELL did not return their Media Release form. Therefore, all pictures I took of my ELL are from behind the child and the pictures do not show their face. 

TIME LOGS
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